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President’s Message 
 

Student	exchanges	with	Japan	
The partnership between APPS and the Phytopathological Society of Japan is 
progressing.  APPS called for applications from students or early career researchers 
from Australia/New Zealand who are working in the field of plant pathology to visit 
Japan in 2012.  Five applications have been received for the two sponsored visits.  A 
selection panel comprising Dr. Ken Old (NSW), Professor Richard Falloon (NZ) and 
Dr. Kirsty Bayliss (WA) has nominated Monica Kehoe, University of Western 
Australia, and Matthew Tan, Murdoch University, as the successful applicants. 

As part of this exchange, two Japanese students, Satoko Harashima from Tokyo 
University of Agriculture and Technology, and Katsuyuki Maeda from Okayama 
University, visited Australia in October.  Both students came for about 10 days.  
Satoko was hosted by Caroline Mohammed at the University of Tasmania and 
Katsuyuki spent his time at the Department of Agriculture and Food Western 
Australia, hosted by Dominie Wright. 

APPS	awards		
One of the suggestions made to the Management Committee earlier this year was 
that APPS should review the Society’s awards.  This suggestion was for both name 
changes and changes in the number and types of award.   

The Awards Committee, under John Randles, has reported back that the award 
which is given for meritorious service to the Society (Honorary Member Award) 
should be renamed Distinguished Service Award as this will better reflect its 
purpose.  They decided no changes should be made at the moment to increase the 
number of other awards.  These remain as Fellow, and Allen Kerr Prize.   

APPS	logo	
Like many organisations APPS has a logo.  It is used on Society publications and 
medals.  As there are only a few blank medals left, the Awards Committee were 
asked whether APPS should strike new medals, have a competition for a new medal, 
or do things differently by, for example, not presenting a medal but just a certificate.  
The decision was made to strike new medals, and this will be done in the next few 
months. 

This discussion has brought to light information about the logo.  Richard Falloon 
(President 2003-2005) gave the following summary: 

"Ian Harvey designed the APPS logo, which contains a stylised Eucalyptus leaf, a 
lesion drawn as an Aboriginal dot drawing, and a koru.  The koru is not “a maori-ist 
tattoo”, but depicts an immature fern frond, which has connotations of new life, 
regeneration, health and probably much more.  The koru is a very common and key 
feature in all forms of Maori art, and has become very international, featuring (among 
other places) on tattoos of pop stars and world champion heavyweight boxers of 
doubtful repute!!!"   
 



3  APPS Dec 2011  Vol 24 No. 3 
 

I was unaware of the origins of this design.  Have another look to see these 
elements that bring together two countries and our common interest in plant disease 
and plant health. 
 

2012	
2012 will be a busy year for APPS.  The 7th Australasian Soilborne Diseases 
Symposium will be held in Fremantle (WA) 17-20 September.  ComBio in Adelaide 
(SA), 23-27 September, will have sessions on Molecular and Physiological Plant 
Pathology.  I understand that the virologists will be holding a meeting in New 
Zealand in 2012. 
 
 
Elaine Davison 
e.davison@curtin.edu.au 
president@appsnet.org 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Dates	for	your	diary	
 

7th Australasian Soilborne Disease Symposium Fremantle WA 
17-20 Sept 2012.  http://www.asds7.org/ 

 

 

 
 

 10th International Congress of Plant Pathology (ICPP2013) in Beijing, 
China, 25-30 August 2013. http://www.icppbj2013.org/ 
 

 10th International Mycological Congress (IMC10) in Bangkok, Thailand. 3–8 
August 2014. 

 
 29th International Horticultural Congress, “Horticulture - sustaining lives, 

livelihoods and landscapes”, in Brisbane, Australia. 17–24 August 2014.  
www.ihc2014.org  
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News from the Business Manager 
 

Some fairly significant changes have taken place over the past few months.  Due to 
the large financial turnover in 2010/2011 APPS is now required to register for GST.  
These changes will not affect members as all payments remain the same but include 
GST. Receipts are no longer issued and have been replaced with tax invoices which 
include GST. 

Subscriptions for 2012 are due by the end of December. Due to our commitment to 
Springer, journal access will be automatically cut off on the 1st of January and will be 
restored when subscriptions are paid. Access to the member area and 2012 online 
payment system will remain open until 30th June when the 2013 subscriptions 
commence. If you are unsure whether you have paid your 2012 subscription, please 
check the Register of Members 2012.  This register accumulates when payments are 
received. Please remember that member numbers are now 4 digits. Add zeros to the 
beginning if your number is 999 or less.  Member numbers and passwords are 
instantly retrievable from the Member Area login screen. 

I wish all members an enjoyable end of year break and hope to see all as members 
next year. 

Peter Williamson 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

New members 

On behalf of the Society, the Management Committee would like to welcome the 
following new members 

Miss Katarina Schneebeli, ACT 
Dr Adam Sparks, Philippines 
Miss Cielito Marbus, WA 
Ms Brenda Coutts, WA 
Dr Margaret Collins, WA 
Dr Clive Bock, USA 
Dr Heikie Neumeister Kemp, WA 
Mr Matthew Rodda, VIC 
Dr Stephen Wegulo, USA 
Mrs Margaret Uloth, WA 
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Notes from the Editor in Chief 
 

We have just completed publication of six issues of vol 40 of the journal containing 
76 papers. Issue 5 is a special themed issue on temperate legume pulse pathology 
and thanks to Rebecca Ford for suggesting it and for putting it together.  

We had 212 manuscripts submitted to APP in 2010 from 29 countries.  Although the 
majority came from Australia (54), there were significant numbers of manuscripts 
submitted from India (38), China (22), and Iran (25).  New Zealand dropped to 5th 
place with only 9 manuscripts submitted. Submissions continue to be strong in 2011 
with India (37) overtaking Australia (36) followed closely by Iran (24) and China (21).  
The number of submissions from Brazil has increased from five in 2010 to 12 in 
2011.  To date we have had 189 submissions this year from 35 countries.  

Changes to the APP Editorial Board:  Michael Pearson has resigned from the 
Editorial Board due to pressure of work, and we thank Mike for his work on behalf of 
the Society over a number of years.  Mike is being replaced by Paul Guy (Otago), 
and we also welcome onto the board Clive Bock from the USDA Georgia, and 
Stephen Wegulo from the University of Nebraska.   The members of the editorial 
board (both APP and APDN) contribute their time and professional expertise to 
ensuring that papers published in the journal are of the highest standard.  They do 
an outstanding job with over 75 papers published in APP and over 60 in APDN each 
year.  Without their efforts we would not have the journals.  I would personally like to 
thank every one of them for the work they do on behalf of the society and 
acknowledge that the society owes them a huge debt of gratitude.  I would also like 
to thank my co-editor Dagmar Hanold for the tremendous work she is doing in 
publishing APDN. 

I would like to acknowledge and thank those who have reviewed manuscripts 
submitted to the journal. It’s a difficult task that always seems to creep up at the 
worst moment, but it’s so necessary to the production of a scientific journal.  

The journals are being aggressively marketed by Springer.  They are listed by all the 
major abstracting services and presented at international conferences, e.g., in 2011 
APS, Bot Soc of America, Soc for In Vitro Biology, Raleigh. APP has been the best 
performing email alert of the Springer journals in 2011, and is not emailed to 11,300 
plant scientists internationally.  It is profiled as a banner advertisement on Springer 
Link, one of the world’s leading scientific portals. 

Philip O’Brien, Editor in Chief 
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Below is a snapshot of some events involving Tasmanian contribution to plant 
pathology. For future contributions to this Tasmanian part of the newsletter – please 
send information to Robert.Tegg@utas.edu.au. 

Processing	Potato	Research	
During October various research days were held focussing on the Australian Potato 
Processing Research Program 2.  In early October, Frank Mulcahy (Simplot 
Australia) organised a visit from Canadian soil health expert Dr George Lazarovits 
and his research team to NW coast Tasmania. They presented projects relating to 
soil amendments/ameliorants and nutrient manipulation for the control of important 
soilborne diseases. Tasmanian researchers including Dr Calum Wilson, Dr Frank 
Hay and Dr Leigh Sparrow also provided an update on potato projects including 
seed health, common scab control, nematode studies and the effect of long term 
rotation on potato pathogen inoculum levels. Both industry representatives, growers 
and researchers attended. 

A further related research presentation program was conducted in Carlton, Victoria 
from October 6-7. There were various national and international speakers all 
focusing on key pathogens that impact on the processing potato industry. Speakers 
from Tasmania on pathology issues included Drs Calum Wilson and Leigh Sparrow 
and PhD student Hannah Thompson. Hannah presented part of her PhD studies 
relating to novel foliar compounds for control of common scab disease. In 
attendance were researchers, growers, industry personnel and members of the 
Processing Potato Industry Advisory Group and Technical Operations Committee. 

Student	activities	
Tamil Thangavel, a PhD student from the School of Agricultural Science, Tasmania, 
studying powdery scab disease of potato, attended a Recombinant DNA Technology 
Course at Monash University in late November. 

A new honours student (B. Ag. Sci Hons) has started working on cherry rot over this 
summer season. His name is Michael Tabarth, with the project HAL funded and 
investigating the effect of cherry cultivar and crop density on cherry rot at harvest. He 
is also looking at the temporal progression of latent infection to determine the 
infection window, under the supervision of Dr Karen Barry. 

Graduation ceremonies were held at UTAS in mid December, with a range of School 
of Agricultural Science students graduating, including some who worked in the area 
of plant pathology. 
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Tasmanian	Institute	of	Agricultural	Research	(TIAR)	annual	
research	day	and	name	change	
TIAR celebrated its research day on November 29th 2011. Pathology talks included 
Dr Calum Wilson discussing foliar sprays for common scab disease control in potato 
and Michelle Buntain who discussed a Botrytis decision support model for viticulture. 
There were over 100 attendees. 

On the same day the University Vice Chancellor and the Minister of Department of 
Primary Industries, Water and Environment launched the new Tasmanian Institute of 
Agriculture (TIA), this includes the old TIAR and the School of Agricultural Science.  
Professor Holger Meinke (director of TIA) said the changes reflect and 
acknowledges the diversity in terms of background, skills and culture, of the 
organisation, and further cements the relationship between the University and the 
state government. 

 

 

 

 

Plant	Heath	and	Protection	Research	Symposium	
The fifth annual APPS (WA) ‘Plant Health and Protection Research’ Student 
Symposium was held on October 27. A range of plant pathology research projects 
covering agricultural and native ecosystems were presented by current PhD and 
Masters students.  

Three prizes were on offer - Best Presentation, Scientific Endeavour and the Peer 
Award. Prizes included cash and books that were generously donated by our 
sponsors Syngenta, Fisher Biotech, Bayer, and the American Phytopathological 
Society (APS) Press. 

Matthew Tan won ‘Best Presentation’ for his talk on developing new molecular 
diagnostic methods to identify nematode pathogens of crop plants. Steven Coventry 
won the ‘Scientific Endeavour’ prize for his presentation on Factors affecting 
dispersal of fungal pathogens: Chickpea ascochyta blight as a model. The judges for 
these awards were Martin Barbetti, Mike Stukely and Nari Williams. Amy Smith won 
the Peer Award prize (voted by the other speakers), for her presentation on 
pathogens in Western Australian nursery plants. 
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A. Martin Barbetti (judge), Mike Stukely (judge), Matthew Tan (student presenter), Nari 
Williams (judge) and Elaine Davison (APPS President).  

B. Martin Barbetti, Mike Stukely, Amy Smith (student presenter), Nari Williams and Elaine 
Davison 

C. Judges Nari Williams, Mike Stukely and Martin Barbetti (front row L to R).  
D. Steven Coventry receiving his ‘Scientific Endeavour’ prize from Elaine Davison. 
E. Attendees in presentation 
F. Attendees at the 5th APPS Student Symposium held at the Department of Agriculture 

and Food, WA (DAFWA) in South Perth on 27 October 2011. 
G. Student presenters, Matthew Tan, Martha Orozco-Aceves, Harry Eslick, Xiangling Fang, 

Andrew Li and Amy Smith.  
H. Student, Matthew Tan, presenting his talk titled "Using anti-primer technology for 

nematode diagnostics".  
 

End	of	year	holiday	cheer	and	farewell		
The final WA event for 2011 was our Christmas Cheer event on November 25. This 
was held at the Windsor hotel in South Perth, with one free drink and a delicious 
spread of finger food available to members. This was a great opportunity to catch up 
with fellow plant pathologists in a relaxing pathogen-free environment! We also said 
farewell to Sarah Collins and Daniel Huberli who have now left the regional 
committee. Thank you to everyone who attended. 
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Introducing	Monica	Kehoe	–	the	new	WA	secretary		
Monica was officially voted on to the APPS WA committee in October, taking on the 
role of Secretary. In her words: “After graduating from The University of Melbourne 
with a Bachelor of Science, I came to work in Plant Virology at the Department of 
Agriculture and Food WA in 2005. I have been fortunate to work on a wide range of 
projects, including viruses in both broadacre (e.g. Wheat streak mosaic virus) and 
horticulture crops (e.g. Zucchini yellow mosaic virus), as well as some local 
Australian viruses. I have since completed my honors in Plant Virology at Murdoch 
University, working on resistance phenotypes to Turnip mosaic virus in mustard 
species. At the beginning of this year I signed on for a PhD in the school of plant 
biology at The University of Western Australia working on Bean yellow mosaic virus 
in lupins, though I’m still based at DAFWA.” Welcome Monica! 

Congratulations	to	Nichole	
Hammond	
 

Not only has Nichole recently had her PhD 
passed, but her and husband Brad 
welcomed Charlotte Elana May Hammond 
into the world on 22nd November, 
weighing 3.33kg (7lb 5oz). Congratulations 
Nichole and Brad.  

 

 

 

Call	for	Workshops	in	2012	
If anyone has a burning desire for a workshop to be run by the APPS WA committee 
in 2012, please let us know. This could be in a particular area of plant pathology, or it 
could be more generic such as writing research papers. Please email suggestions to 
K.Bayliss@murdoch.edu.au.  

 

Interested	in	a	Mentoring	program?	
I am keen to hear from anyone who would like to participate in a mentoring program 
for junior plant pathologists. If you are a senior plant pathologist who would be 
prepared to be a mentor we would like to hear from you. If you are a junior plant 
pathologist (student or early career researcher) who would like a mentor we also 
want to hear from you. This is not an overly onerous task for the mentor or the 
mentee but would involve a regular meeting over coffee a few times each year. 
Expressions of interest can be sent to K.Bayliss@murdoch.edu.au.  
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New	Publications	from	WA	
We would like to highlight some new papers from our WA members since the last 
newsletter. Please send any of your new papers that you would like featured here in 
the next edition to Monica.Kehoe@agric.wa.gov.au. 

Belinda A. Cox and Roger A. C. Jones (2011) Effects of tissue sampling position, 
primary and secondary infection, cultivar, and storage temperature and duration 
on the detection, concentration and distribution of three viruses within infected 
potato tubers. Australasian Plant Pathology, Published online: 2 December 2011 

M. C. Calver, P. A. O’Brien and M. Lilith (2011) Australasian Plant Pathology: an 
analysis of authorship and citations in the 21st century. Australasian Plant 
Pathology, Published online: 16 November 2011 

Davison EM (2011) How do Phytophthora spp. de Bary kill trees? New Zealand 
Journal of Forestry Science 41 Suppl., S25-S37. 

L. Eshraghi, J. Anderson, N. Aryamanesh, B. Shearer, J. McComb, G. E. StJ. Hardy 
and P. A. O’Brien (2011) Phosphite primed defence responses and enhanced 
expression of defence genes in Arabidopsis thaliana infected with Phytophthora 
cinnamomi.  DOI: 10.1111/j.1365-3059.2011.02471.x 

Sanjiv Gupta, Robert Loughman, Mario D’Antuono and Jason Bradley (2011) 
Characterisation and diversity of Pyrenophora teres f. maculata isolates in 
Western Australia. Australasian Plant Pathol. (2012) 41:31–40 

Hüberli D, Hayden K, Calver M, Garbelotto M (2011) Intraspecific variation in host 
susceptibility and climatic factors mediate the progression of sudden oak death 
in US woodlands. Plant Pathology doi: 10.1111/j.1365-3059.2011.02535.x 

K. B. Ireland, D. Hüberli, B. Dell, I. W. Smith, D. M. Rizzo and G. E. St. J. Hardy 
(2011) Potential susceptibility of Australian native plant species to branch 
dieback and bole canker diseases caused by Phytophthora ramorum. DOI: 
10.1111/j.1365-3059.2011.02513.x 

A. J. Rea, T. I. Burgess, G. E. St J. Hardy, M. J. C. Stukely and T. Jung (2011) Two 
novel and potentially endemic species of Phytophthora associated with episodic 
dieback of Kwongan vegetation in the south-west of Western Australia (pages 
1055–1068). DOI: 10.1111/j.1365-3059.2011.02463.x 

B. L. Shearer and C. E. Crane (2011) Variation within the genus Lambertia in 
efficacy of low-volume aerial phosphite spray for control of Phytophthora 
cinnamomi. Australasian Plant Pathol. (2012) 41:47–57 
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Protecting	our	crops:	A	symposium	on	the	interaction	
between	food	security	and	biosecurity	
The NSW region finished off 2011 with a symposium held at the University of Sydney 
on 16 November, in collaboration with the NSW division of the Agriculture Institute of 
Australia (AIS): “Protecting our crops: A symposium on the interaction between food 
security and biosecurity”.  The symposium was held to mark the presentation of the 
Farrer Memorial Medal to Dr Colin Wellings. The symposium included presentations 
by APPS members from NSW and Queensland, and was attended by more than 50 
people from the Plant Pathology and Agricultural community.  

The symposium kicked off with Len Tesoriero from NSW DPI (who will graduate with 
a PhD in December 2012) with his thought provoking presentation entitled ‘Exotic 
diseases: are we sitting in a leaky boat?”. Len spoke about recent disease incursions 
into Australia, including Impatiens Necrotic Spot Virus and Myrtle Rust. He pointed 
out the potential for a greater number of exotic incursions in the future, as the global 
movement of people and plants increases, and the need for regulatory bodies to 
intercept these incursions.  Len also highlighted the need for evidence-based data to 
accurately assess the risk of potential pathogens and diseases. He then fielded 
questions such as “Was the response to Myrtle Rust, such as closing roads, a 
pointless exercise?”. 

The current status, and future direction, of cereal rust research was presented by 
Professor Robert Park from the Plant Breeding Institute, University of Sydney.  
Wheat comprises one fifth of the world’s food, and demand is expected to increase 
by 60% by 2050.  Over 90% of the wheat grown globally is susceptible to rust. This 
presents a significant challenge for pathologists, breeders and agriculturalists.  
Current research using host resistance and rust pathogen gene profiling aims to 
develop new probes and diagnostic capabilities. Challenges for the future include the 
need to identify new resistance genes, marker development, resistance gene cloning 
and a better understanding of defence related gene networks. Robert highlighted the 
need for training in plant breeding and pathology, as basic biology remains the 
foundation of future rust control efforts.  

Entomologist, Dr Sarah Mansfield from The University of Sydney took a different 
approach to biosecurity by highlighting that, in addition to being susceptible to 
incursions, Australia also exports pests.  She presented the example of Paropsis 
charybdis, a beetle that feeds on Eucalyptus nitens, which was introduced to New 
Zealand and Tasmania from mainland Australia.  A series of parasites and 
hyperparasites were introduced in attempts to manage the beetle. Sarah’s 
presentation exposed the complexity of interactions between insects in natural 
systems and the importance of basic biology and observation in biological control.  
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Associate Professor André Drenth from the University of Queensland challenged the 
audience with his presentation ‘The impact of globalisation and plant diseases on 
food’ suggesting that agriculture is not an option, but a necessity.  He presented 
challenges for the future of agriculture including the need to meet the growing need 
for food, fuel and fibre and to reduce losses due to disease and pests.  Andre asked 
the questions “Who is responsible for biosecurity?” and “Why so many incursions – 
are we increasing the level of bio-insecurity?”.  He also raised the issue of increasing 
global trade and travel reducing the potential for pathogen containment. André 
suggested that the incursion of pathogens is a biological problem that requires a 
biological solution.  Agricultural production needs to increase by 2-3% annually to 
meet the global demand for food.  Current production increases by 1.5% per year.   

The final presentation for the day was given by Stacey Azzopardi from DAFF.  Stacy 
outlined the role of DAFF and how biosecurity risks are managed.  In 2010-2011 
more than 40 newly detected plant pests were investigated by DAFF. Emergency 
responses included Siam weed, Asian Honeybee and Chestnut Blight. The key aims 
for DAFF are to protect the economy and environment from the impact of exotic 
pests and diseases, to maintain overseas markets and to safeguard the plant and 
animal health status in Australia.  

Student	presentations	
Three students from the Faculty of Agriculture, Food & Natural Resources at the 
University of Sydney presented outcomes from their research: 

Mahmuda Begum has been researching the commercial insectary industry in 
Australia. Interviews with insectary owners have revealed that seven insectaries 
provide 30 species of predators and paristoids to 4500 farmers that currently use 
biological control in their crops.  Pesticide residues were identified as the main 
reason why farmers use biological control measures.  

Lida Derevnina is completing her PhD on Barley Grass Stripe Rust (BGYR), which is 
believed to be exotic because of its unique molecular phenotype.  While there are no 
short-term concerns for the industry, in the long term BGYR may cause problems 
because of the limited resistance genes currently available, the potential for the 
pathogen to evolve and the aggressiveness of the pathogen.  

Viola Devasirvatham is assessing the genetic variation for heat stress tolerance in 
chickpea.  This research is important because of the possibility of pollen sterility 
under extreme heat stress, which may have implications for food security in the 
event of future climatic changes.  

Panel	discussion	
The symposium finished with a panel discussion to ask participants what message 
should be communicated to Canberra on behalf of agricultural professionals.  Brad 
Wells from HAL chaired the discussion.  Biosecurity and quarantine were hot topics. 
Issues raised included the importance of biosecurity, and the large number of 
agencies involved in biosecurity, and which of these is responsible for what, the 
definition of an acceptable level of risk and who pays for the consequences of an 
incursion.   
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Other topics included: the free-trade agreements, the need for government and 
regulatory bodies to take science-based evidence into account when making 
decisions, the need for industries to be actively prepared for incursions, the need for 
science to communicate and implement outcomes effectively, and, importantly, the 
need to raise the profile of agriculture, plant pathology and to build capacity.  There 
is a demand for more people in the industry, but a limited response.  One suggestion 
was that if good employment opportunities are available, then more people will be 
attracted to the discipline.  

Alumnus	award	nomination	for	PhD	graduate	Dr	Carolyn	
Blomley	
Carolyn Blomley was awarded her PhD for her investigation of the ecology of 
beneficial fungi growing on cocoa trees in Australia and Papua New Guinea in 2010.  
Her research will contribute to increased yields and improved livelihoods of cocoa 
farmers in PNG in a sustainable way.  Carolyn was recently nominated for the Rita 
and John Conforth Medal for PhD Achievement in the University of Sydney Alumni 
Awards.  

Farrer	Memorial	Medal	Awarded	to	Rust	Pathologist	
Dr Colin Wellings, Associate Professor at The University of Sydney and Principal 
Research Scientist with NSW Department of Primary Industries, was awarded the 
2011 Farrer Medal. Dr Richard Sheldrake, Chairman of the Farrer Memorial Trust, 
presented the medal at an award ceremony on 16th November 2011 at The 
University of Sydney. 

"Dr Wellings has led Australia-wide monitoring for stripe rust and contributed widely 
to disease control by providing research and breeding support to all wheat breeding 
groups in Australia," Dr Sheldrake said. “He is a leading authority on cereal stripe 
rust and has made considerable national and international contributions to 
understanding the nature of the disease, while remaining widely accessible to 
farmers and advisors in the battle to achieve economic control." 

The Farrer Trust was established in 1911 to perpetuate the memory of William 
James Farrer (1845-1906) and to encourage and inspire agricultural scientists. 
Farrer is the famous ‘father’ of the Australian wheat industry and is best remembered 
as the breeder of the variety Federation and for significant improvements in 
Australia's wheat harvest. “The medal is awarded annually to a person who has 
provided distinguished service in agricultural science in the areas of research, 
education, extension or administration”, Dr Sheldrake said. 

In delivering the 2011 Farrer Memorial Oration, titled The Stripe Rust Race: from 
State to Nation to World, Dr Wellings said that stripe rust has caused significant 
economic losses during its relatively brief history in Australia. 

“Winter cereal crops contribute significantly to the Australian economy, averaging 
around $5 billion in earnings in recent years,” Dr Wellings said. “Diseases currently 
rob the annual value of the wheat harvest by an estimated 20 per cent. The value to 
farming communities arising from controlling stripe rust of wheat in the decade to 
2008 has been estimated at $431 million per year.” 
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“Our research has been very much a team effort, and so I view this award as 
recognition of the long term contributions of the Cereal Rust Laboratory within the 
University of Sydney’s Plant Breeding Institute and its staff to the national grains 
industries. 

Wellings’ research has not just impacted the Australian cereal industry, but also 
grain producers in many of the world’s cereal producing regions through research 
and training projects sponsored by the Australian Centre for International Agricultural 
Research. 

  

Dr Colin Wellings receives the 
2011 Farrer Medal from Dr 
Richard Sheldrake, Chairman of 
the Farrer Memorial Trust, at a 
ceremony held at The University of 
Sydney in November 2011.  

 

The Farrer Oration, given by Dr 
Colin Wellings, can be viewed 
at: 
http://sydney.edu.au/podcasts/v
ideo/agriculture.shtml 

 

 

 

 

 

Keeping	our	finger	on	the	pulse	
	
The 6th Annual Pulse Pathologists two-day workshop was recently hosted by the 
Melbourne School of Land and Environment.  

The workshop highlighted the most important biotic threats to the Australian pulse 
industries, and assembled over thirty experts from across Australia to formulate 
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collaborative research strategies for better disease management plans and tools to 
breed for more resistant plants. 

Pea, lentil, chickpea and faba bean pathologists from the Victorian, South Australian, 
New South Wales, Western Australian and Queensland state agriculture 
departments joined colleagues from the University of Melbourne, Curtin University, 
and the University of Western Australia. Representatives from the industry body 
Pulse Breeding Australia and the Grains Research and Development Corporation 
(GRDC) also attended.  

Workshop participants benefited from sharing of resources including the November 
2011 special ‘Temperate Legume Pathology’ edition of Australasian Plant Pathology. 
Successful grant applications were also explored including the ARC-Linkage and 
award of the most recent $1.3M GRDC germplasm enhancement program for 
developing novel pre-breeding tools to Curtin University and the University of 
Melbourne.  

GRDC ‘Protecting Your Crop’ program leader Dr Rohan Rainbow said “this annual 
workshop is invaluable in bringing together the partnerships required to address 
these important industry issues”. 

For further information please contact Associate Professor Rebecca Ford. 

  

 

Workshop participants 

 


